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Let us 40 good unto all men, ſpecially 
aun gn _d are of the houſhold of faith. 


88 the Chriſtian Religion fur- 
niſhes us'with many good and 
powerful arguments againſt ex- 
FA 7 ceſſive anxiety and diſcontents, 
the bitter and hard effects of 
8 OY loſſes and poverty, which men 
ASE ERPIZR- are not able to retrieve: So do 
the Lives of our bleſſed Religion preſcribe the 
moſt extenſive and moſt ſublime rules of benefi- 
cence to other 'Chriftians, who are in circumſtan- 
ces to contribute to the relief of the poor and 
diſtreſs' d. We are to do good unto all men, eſpeci- 
ally unto them, who are of the -houſhold of faith, 


* ſhall ſtate both theſe directions of the text. 


Firſt, The utdverſitity of Chriſtian benek- 


cence; K is to be extended to all men, who, by 
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kind. No man is permitted to believe, he was 
made and ſupplied with abundant bleflings to live 
only to himſelf. There appears to be real occa- 
ſion for, as well as there is a natural connection 
between, the ſeveral degrees of mankind : the 
labours and fervices of the lower ſort are con- 
ſtantly neceſſary to keep up the honours and au- 
thority of thoſe, who are charged with the care 
and government of the world. And many other 
ſubordinate diſtinctions of men anſwer innume- 
rable uſes in preſerving the regularity of all civil 
ſocieties, and ſupplying our common wants and 
conveniences. And that helpleſs and poor peo- 
ple may not periſh, God has commanded them 
that are rich in this world, to be likewiſe rich in 
good works, and to take heed that they be not bigh- 
ade, nor truſt. in uncertaini riches; but in him, 
to whoſe immenſe goodneſs they owe all things 
they poſſeſs, and from whom they have receiv d 
thoſe og which make a di 1 85 feen 
ſo many other men. t 


And as God has ſtrictly appointed the duties of 
compaſſion, ſo he has planted in us thoſe affecti- 
ons, Which naturally incline us to commiſerate 
unhappy n Wb are made in the ſame 


image 


E, 


F pF. * _ 1 
image we bear; are deſcended of the {ame race; 
endued with immortal ſouls like ,qurielves; and 
repreſent to us, what. ſorrows God might have 
ofdered to have been qur lot. The pr Nor Hai- 
ah mentions this thought of our common nature, 
as a reaſon, which challenges a man, 0 deal his 
bread to the hungry, Z0 bring the poor that is caſt out 
70 his houſe; 2oben thou ſeeſt the ngked, that thou co. 
ver him, and that thou hide not thyſelf from thy 
own fleſb, What if we are above any fears of fal- 

ling under ſuch kind of wants? we are in the body, 
which ſubje&s us to pains, and many other ſor- 
rows, wherein we may need all the aids and arts 
of humanity to eaſe and comfort us. Remember 
them, ſays the Apoſtle, that are in bonds, as bound 
doithi them; and them which ſuffer adverſity, as be- 

ing yourſelues alſo in the body. Which intimates, 
that charitableneſs is due from us by a rule of 
equity; it is conſidering the caſe of other men, 

as we would defire, if we were in their conditi- 
on, to be conſidered ourſelves. 


* 


And in all the Chriſtian Religion, there is no 
duty we ate to diſcharge toward one another, 
that has ſuch an account put upon it, as this; 
which is requir'd with aſſurances, that God will 
nat forget to neward aur work aud labour of love, 
which we ſhew toward this name: and that with 
thoſe ſacrifices God is well pleaſed; his approbation 
of ,our;merciful deeds is gxprets'd, as if he took 
delight in beholding us doing good to one ano- 
ther; in reſemblance. of the xeal pleaſure that 
ariſes in our ſouls, fromthe, comforts e aſs 
OY | to 
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to periſhing men. And perhaps the joy of meeting 
ſeaſonable relief in a day of diſtreſs, does not 
come up to the true ſatisfaction a good man takes 
in applying the bleſſings of God, as he knows he 
ought to do. I have no doubt, but the words 
fpoken by our Saviour, that it is more bleſſed to 
give than to receive, are verified to many charita- 
ble perſons on eminent occaſions of doing good. 


No man can ever have cauſe to be ſorry for his 
actions of this ſort; and no man will avoid re- 
penting himſelf ſooner or later of the deſigns 
and contrivances which have made him the in- 
ſtrument of any other man's ruin. 


To do good, is not only to gratify the beſt and 
molt generous inclinations of human nature, but 
to pleaſe God, and in his favour is life and plea- 
fure, that will endure for evermore. True be- 
nevolence toward men, God has declared to be 
of very near affinity to the firſt great article of 
piety and love that is due to himſelf. The ſecond 
commandment is like unto it, thou ſhalt Iove thy 
neighbour as thy ſelf. St, John tells us, it is in- 
credible a man can love God that hates his neigh- 
bour, 1 John iv. 20. If any man ſay, I love God, 
and hateth his brother, he 1s a Iyar, he is not to be 


We know indeed, that by the new teſtament, 
good men are directed to expect their recompence 
at the reſurrection of the juſt, But with this vaſt | 
and bleſſed proſpect on eternal futurity, they do 
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not wholly loſe their reward in this world. 
| Works, of j Charity procure, them eſteem and 
love While they live, and will preſerve their me- 


1 „ 44 


others who live meanly to themſel ves, is elegantly 
deſcribed by the wiſe ſon of Sirach. Some there 
be that hawe no memorial, who are periſhed as tho' 
they had never been born, and their children after 
them. But theſe were merciful men, whoſe righ- 
teouſneſs hath not been forgotten : with their ſeed 
ſhall continually remain a good inheritance, and 
their children are within the covenant, 


But the greateſt excellence of doing good is 
this, that it is an imitation of our Father , which 
is in heaven, and likens us to bim: who always is 
perfectly good, and ever continues to do good 
through the Whole creation. He maketh his ſun 
to riſe on the evil and the good, he ſendeth rain 


on the juſt and on the unjuſt. | 


From this ſhort and general view, how Chri- 
ſtianity requires us 70 do good unto all men, it ap- 
pears, that Chriſtians are laid under the moſt in- 
diſpenſible obligations, and have the higheſt en- 
couragements that can poſſihly be conceived to 
be univerſally beneficent. And all that wiſh well 
to mankind, cannot but wiſh the ſenſe of this 
moſt excellent religion may every where prevail, 
and that theſe rules of mercy, kindneſs and uſe- 
fulneſs to one another, might be univerſally 
e B The 


o 1 Spital der 


The great effolis of oniverſst TONE} win | 
be ſpecified to all defirable advantageby the Report 
of the great numbers of poor Children, and 
yery many other Objects of | Chriſtian ' Comp 

ſion, maintain'd in the ſeveral Hoſpitals, Under 
the pious care of the Lord Mayor and Commo- 


nalty, and other worthy CAnene of this! SPreat 
and ancient 23 en 
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The Text MEL us 0 do good into alt n men, 
but eſpecially unto them who are of the houſhold of 
faith. This particular direction obliges me to 
ſpeak more largely upon one of the moſt benefi- 
cial Charities that is known, or pethiaps can be 
practiſed in the Chriſtian world.” I mean the 
Charity of providing for the virtuous and religi- 

ous Education of mighty numbers of Orphans, 
and helpleſs Children of the poor; who are 
thereby mercifully delivered from the immediate 
miſeries of beggary, and the dang! rous courſes 


of an idle, vagrant life. And here Dae eas 
vour to W | 


F 46-4 


, The moſt eee * ere be- 
nefirs of a religious | Education, 2 e 
Ns 2 E. wn 1 

Secondly,” That this branch of publick chart 

is now more neceſſary than ever, conſidering the 
Frogrels of W and of the Romiſe.. Nel 


gion, 
 } | T 
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gion, among che vicious . e ge People oP 
this nation. il zi gie 


IsiSion2d N R ! | 1 
-- Firſt; As tu the bete ofa ret ious Bavedti f 
on. That is not only a very probable method, ; 
but moſt commonly a very effectual preſervative 
to keep young perſons: from falling early into 
habits:of vice; which are apt to take pot Go 
in our depraved nature, ſooner. than our reaſon 
or obſervation appriſes us of the danger and grow- 
ing miſchiefs of wicked cuſtoms, which are 
after ward known to have an incredible power to 
inflave and beſot people to extravagances and ex- 
ceſſes againſt all the reaſons of their intereſt, their — 
health, their reputation, and the true enj =” } 
of theirlives in the preſent world, as certainly as 1 
againſt the welfare of their ſouls for ever. And 
bad habits arrive to that height, whilſt inconſi- 
derate creatures have no thoughtful apprehen- 5. 
ſions how far the n of vice may carry | : 
them. ; | 3 


When they venture to be engaged by bad com- 
pany in a bad way of life, they know not what 
wickedneſs they may be led to commit, nor 
where they ſhall be able to ſtop. Sinners are 
often carried by ſome one vice to commit crimes, 

which we may imagine were before far out of 
their view. And fince habits of vice are ready 
to get that ſtren gth, which is hard to be over- 
come, and —.— to be fatal by che ſtrange al- 
terations, which depraved affections and guilty 


I may produce in te and leave them. | 
B 2 to 
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to commit the moſt deſtructive crimes: Therefore 
a religious education, which is like to prevent 
thoſe evils, ought to be eſteem'd a very beneficial 
+ cg toward the general good of man- 


N , 
. * 
- 


It will not be diſputed, that thoſe who are 
formed ſober and virtuous by an early ſenſe of 
Religion, have great advantages to continue vir- 
tuous; that manner of life having been made fa- 
miliar and eaſy to them by uſe; and as they are 
acquainted with the ſatisfactions of avoiding the 
blame and guilt of notorious offences againſt God 
and man, they cannot eaſily turn profligates. 
If ſome prove ſo, after all the care and pains that 
could be beſtow'd on them, it is not to be denied 
however, that religious inſtructions are very pro- 
per and promiſing means, and often ſucceſsful to 
reftrain many from the bad ways, to which har- 


dened and ſtupid ignorance fatally delivers up too 
many wretched offenders, : 


This is not all, that the charitable foundations 
for educating youth in religion and virtue are be- 
neficial to particular people, conſidered in their 

ſeparate and private capacity. But this ſort of 
charity is of no ſmall importance to the general 
welfare and proſperity of the nation. For by all 
accounts of the moſt memorable advancements 
and declenſions of kingdoms, there is no mo- 
ral obſervation that has holden more univerſally 
true than this recorded by Solomon, Righteouſneſs 
exalteth a nation, but fin is a reproach to any people. 
I add, F Secondly, 


12 
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Secondly, That the publick charity of provi- 
ding for the religious education of poor children 
is now more neceſſary than ever, on account of 
the great and open progreſs of Infidelity and Po- 
pery among the vicious and ignorant people of 
this nation. Theſe things muſt be matter of con- 
cern to every one, who has at heart the ſafety of 
the nation, or the care of our moſt excellent Re- 
ligion. In order to put ſome ſtop to thoſe grow- 
ing dangers, the good deſign of educating the 
common people in virtuous induſtry, and in the 
principles of the Proteſtant Religion, deſerves 
our particular regard and encouragement at this 
juncture: becauſe thoſe people who are well eſta- 
bliſhed in the religious belief of the Scriptures, 
and are diſpos'd to be virtuous, are commonly far 
enough out of danger of being turned Infidels or 
Papiſts. Th 45 | 

Now it is natural to expect upon the progreſs 
of Infidelity, that diſſoluteneſs of morals will 
continually prevail in proportion as the ſenſe of 
Religion declines :. But that the impieties of De- 
iſts ſhould diſpoſe numbers of other people to 
become eaſy converts to the ſuperſtitions of the 
Romiſh faith, is another evil which was not ſo 
obvious to be apprehended. But as much as this 
may ſeem a paradox on the firſt hearing, time 
has prov'd it to be too true. And among other 
cauſes that may be aſſigned, why Deiſts, it is to 
be ſuppoſed, may have very little or no concern 
on the ſight of thoſe unhappy events; there is 
this near and material agreement in the reſult * 
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the popiſh doctrines and their opinions, that men 


may lead very looſe lives upon either of thoſe 


grounds, without any great fears of being pu- 
niſh'd in another world after their deſervings. 


The popiſh doctrines of indulgences and dif. 
penſations for all manner of wickedneſs, com- 
pletely anſwer the deſires of free-livers to be 
eas'd of many reſtraints in the Chriſtian Religion. 
And indeed men, who can place their whole truſt 
for ſalvation in the Church of Rome, may well 


enough reckon themſelves at liberty to follow 


their immoral inclinations, having aſſurances to 
be e, and diſcharged from all tranſgreſſi- 
ons of God's commandments, by vertue of ſome 


certain external expedients, which their Prieſts 


are impower'd to perform on that behalf, Here 
is a ſhew. of having ſomething; to truſt to, in 


abatement of the guilty thoughts which. are apc 


to trouble men for their wicked actions. And if 
theſe can any way be made to look excuſable, 
vicious men are not like to be very averſe to pro- 
feſs ſuch a form of religion, which they cannot 


but with to be true. 


And as Deiſts deny the divine authority of the 
Scriptures, they grant the firſt principle on which 
the whole fabrick of the Ramiſb errors is built up 
and maintained, That the Scripture is no complete 
rule of faith. But if all doctrines which are there 
taught, be, in the judgment of our free-thinkers, 
no more than mere fictions of men; do not the 
determinations of the viſible Church, in defining 


I ſacra- 
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facraments and articles of faith, ſtand upon as 

good grounds and authority, and ſeem as de up- 
on their notions, to be obferved with outward 
veneration, as any inſtitution in Scripture; if 
ever time ſhould bring Popery to be the religion 
of their country, and to be made ſerviceable to 
their ſecular intereſt? 


But the divine authority and abſolute perfecti- 
on of the Scriptures is the ſure Rule, by which 
the idolatrous innovations and abſurdities of the 


And the firm belief of the Scriptures is the only 
preſervative in times of trial and temptation, to 
keep men ſtedfaſt to the profeſſion of the Pro- 
teſtant Religion. | | 


And fince we fee Deiſts, who tell the world 
they believe no article of our Chriſtian Religion, 
can condeſcend, on certain. occaſtons, to join in 
the maſt falemn office of the Chriſtian Worſhip ; 

doubt they can give us no good reaſon, . why we 
| ſhould believe they would refuſe, if they had the 
like cauſes, to join with all the popiſh appoint- 
ments of praying to angels and departed ſaints, 
ſince they are not determined to believe upon the 
warrant of the Scripture, That Jeſus Chrift is the 


only Mediator between God and man. 


As to Idolatry in any ſhape ordegree, whatever 
may be concluded upon that ſubject in the Bible, 
that is a name, men of free thoughts will ſee no 
cauſe to be frighted at; knowing very well, _ 

1 * I 


Romiſh faith are to be unanſwerably diſproved.. 
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that ſole account, 
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the ancient Philoſophers were all offenders that 
way. Thus a late eminent Advocate for the per- 
fection of Natural Religion, who ſpent many 
years in writing bad Books to depreciate the Chri- 
ſtian revelation, was one that could readily con- 


form to the idolatrous worſhip of the Romiſh 


Communion in the reign of King James the 
Second. Men of that ſtamp are qualified to 
comply with any aflignable worſhip ; for they 
ſuppoſe religious worſhip to be a matter God 
has left entirely to men's own devices. | 


Now allowing it to be true, that the Philo- 
ſophers generally went into the idolatrous rites 


and cuſtoms, which . miſerable ignorance had 


eſtabliſhed before their times; it is to be con- 
ſidered, that they had been train'd up in thoſe 
vain opinions, and that they had no directions 
from God to worſhip him in a better manner. 
Some of the Philoſophers have left clear teſti- 
monies in their works, that they had more cor- 
rect and rational notions of the divine Being, 
than to approve of the worſhip which the com- 
mon Heathens perform'd to Idols and many 
imaginary Deities. But they found they had not 
ſufficient proofs to ſuppreſs thoſe errors in other 
people, who could not enter into their reaſoning, 
Socrates loſt his life for adhering to his diſſent 
from the Religion of the vulgar, and is the only 
moral Philoſopher of the ancients, who is well 
atteſted to have had the conſtancy to ſuffer on 


1 will 
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1 will readily own, that the moraliſts by the 
ſtrength of reaſon, carried moſt of the ſocial 
virtues to a great height, and laid down very 
wiſe and good rules for the common offices of 
life; particularly with regard to the publick 
good of civil Governments, they have inſiſted 
upon thoſe juſt and ſtrict laws of honour and 
faithfulneſs to a man's Country, and enobled 
thoſe virtues, with thoſe encomiums and im- 
mortal characters of magnanimity and glory, 
which became men, who honeſtly profeſſed to 
be friends to virtue, and friends to mankind. 
They did their beſt to promote the cauſe of vir- 
tue, they urged all the arguments unaſſiſted 
reaſon could bring from the different natures of 
virtue and vice, and the irregular conditions of 
good and bad men in the preſent world, to eſta- 
bliſh the rational belief of a future ſtate, and 
perſuade men to be upright and virtuous. 


Whereas it is one of the grievances with our 
modern refiners upon the natural plan of mora- 
lity, that the ſacred laws of Revealed Religion 
are irreconcilable to their practical maxims of 
pleaſure ; and becauſe the danger of vicious 
wickedneſs is therewith determin'd to be inevita- 
bly more dreadful and certain than appeared by 
the light of nature, therefore they are deſirous 
to have recourſe to the religion of nature, and 
diſclaim the belief of any revelation to inſtruct 
men farther in the knowledge of God, and moral 
duties, as a vain ſuperſtition, like purgatory or 

tran- 
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tranſubſtantiation, which are clog'd with infinite 
abſurdities. 


Now it is known, theſe declarations of our 
profeſſed Deiſts are capable of being improved 
to very bad purpoſes by Romiſh Prieſts, when 
they are to practiſe upon well-meaning, but 
weak, and ill- inſtructed people, who happen to 
hold Chriſtianity in ſome degrees of eſteem. 
To ſuch they can remonſtrate, that it appears by 
confeſſions of our own fide, that the Belief of 
Chriſtianity, and all articles of faith, are become 
very doubtful and unſettled opinions among 
Proteſtants, who have rejected the infallibility of 
the viſible Church; and they can artfully infinuate 
{ſtrange fears from men's making uſe of their 
private judgment in points of religion; it being 
one of their favourite Topicks, that all damna- 
ble impieties and hereſies have always ſprung from 
that fountain; to keep men ſafe from thoſe dan- 
gers, they conclude they ought to reſt their ſouls. 
on the foundation of implicit faith in their 
Church. Now as little argument, or honeſt 
reaſon, as there is in this way of wheedling people 
out of their underſtanding, it looks ſpecious to 
thoſe, who are offended and grieved to hear and 
ſee the grounds and principles of the Chriſtian 
Religion diſcarded and vilified by profeſſed Pro- 
teſtants. And as thoſe people cannot entertain 
the thought of renouncing the faith of Chriſti- 
anity, they are perſuaded to think it ſafer to turn 
Papiſts, rather than continue in a way to become 
infidels. | | e 


Hence 
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Hence the harveſt is plenteous for vaſt numbers 
of Romiſh Emiſſaries to find full buſineſs, and to 
make great earnings amongſt us. 'They have 
very large demands upon the wealth of this 
nation, and for that cauſe they are concern'd 
to make the moſt of their opportuniries to bring 
back our wandering people under their obe- 
dience. 


As to the Libertines, who have given up all 
regard to the Chriſtian Religion, they are hopeful 
to be made any thing, without any ſuppoſition 
that they either with or would like to ſee Popery 
prevail; nor need it be imagined, that their 
efforts to blaſt the credit of Chriſtianity proceed 
from malevolence to the Proteftant Religion, or 
from pure malice to its Miniſters: But it is their 
declar d ſenſe, they freely own, that in their ac- 
count all Prieſts and all inſtituted Religions are 
the ſame; and becauſe the affair of Religion in 
their opinion is of very little value, and not 
worth contending for to any ones damage in ano- 
ther way; ſuch men do not ſuffer us to doubt, 
that they are not to be depended on for any real 
fidelity to the Proteſtant eſtabliſhment, howſoever 
zealous they may ſhew themſelves for the Pro- 
teſtant eſtabliſnment whilft it ſtands ſafe. 


But the notions of the Deiſts being commonly 
valued by them, as Characteriſticłs of diſtinguiſh- 
ing penetration, and theſe ſet off with airs of 

e ridicule 


ridicule and ſatire upon religious credulity and 


20 A SpitaSermon, 


ſuperſtitious weakneſs, take immediately with 
people of little thought and virtue, and ſet them 
above the dull buſineſs of examining and ſearch- 
ing to the bottom of the controverſy ; they have 
the pleaſure to fancy they are at once let into 
the ſecret, and value themſelves that they have 
eaſily attained to the great accompliſhent of be- 
ing poſſeſſed with a thorough ſcorn of Revealed 
Religion. 


One effect of this diſſolute humour, is already 
too viſible in many parts of the Kingdom, that 
the publick worſhip of God begins to be neglect- 
ed almoſt as much by our ordinary people, as by 
the profeſſed Scepticks. Not that I would have 
it ſuppoſed, thoſe notions have gotten into their 
heads, but they are led by the examples of people 
above them, into a ſhameleſs, but now a faſhiona- 
ble diſregard to the Duties of religious worſhip. 


At laſt, if all that may be ſaid upon the im- 
piety of ſpreading irreligion goes for nothing, 
with thoſe who are determin'd Deiſts; there is 
ſomething elſe to be offered if they will think 
upon it: That the general progreſs of irreligion 
has a very ſad tendency to deſtroy the benefits, 
and the very being of our civil Government. 
For if all ſenſe of Religion was to be put down, 
the way muſt be open for all the diforders and 
miſeries that can flow in upon the nation, from 
the barbarities, frauds and rapines, which prevail 

among 
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among Savages, and make them common ſacri- 


fices to one another, and expoſe them to become 
common llaves chrough the world. 


And that Religion certainly deſerves to be 
eſteemed the ſureſt baſis and ſupport of civil Go- 
vernment: What is it, but the belief and ſenſe 
of Religion, that makes an Oath a ſacred ſecu- 
rity between Princes and their People? And cer- 
rainly 1 it is a valuable privilege among us, that 
men's lives and properties are not tried without 
proofs, wherein it is infinitely dangerous to falſify 


and prevaricate. Thoſe who do not admit the 


credibility of God's ſpecial interpoſal to afford 
mankind the bleſſings of his revealed will, may 

with equal reaſon conclude for themſelves, that 
the particular providence of God: is not at all 
concerned about any man's actions, whether they 


be good or bad, which comes to the fame thing 
with abſolute Atheiſm, 


But I will paſs 0 over chat argument, and propoſe 
one thought farther, whether it does not become 
ſuch men to recollect that they are members of a 
Chriſtian Community; and that by aiming to 

weaken the bands, by which that Community ſub- 
ſiſts, and on which its preſervation depends, 
whether they are not in reality doing irreparable 
miſchief, by no means becoming men who 
pretend upon principles of humanity, to value 
the well being of their Country which e 
them in all they enjoy. 


It. 
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It might be made appear farther, that the rude 
and ſcurrilous. treatment of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion is unjuſtifiable in point of morality, and of 
prudence, and above all, with regard to the events 
of general irreligion. T5) 


But I am ſenſible it is high time to haſten to a 
concluſion. | 


I will only take the liberty to offer one ſhort 
obſervation more on the eminent uſefulneſs of 
the Charity that is applied toward the Chriſtian 
education of the Children of our poor. That 
the inſtructions of the ſacred Scriptures give us 
clearer and juſter notions of God, and of all the 
Duties that can poſſibly ariſe to us in every rela- 
tion of life, than all the Philoſophy of the 
world pretended to preſcribe. And as the inter- 
nal excellence of Chriſt's Religion is agreeable 
to the all- perfect goodneſs and righteouſneſs of 
God; ſo was it amply proved and atteſted to be 
of divine authority by all the external evidences 
that can reaſonably be deſired to eſtabliſh the 
belief of any revelation God would communicate 
to the world. 


If according to this heavenly knowledge, we 
make uſe of our opportunities, and are ready to 
do good unto all men, eſpecially unto them who are 
F the houſhold of faith; we then are laying up in 
ore for ourſelves a good foundation againſt the time 
— t9 


4s 
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to come, and ſhall be rewarded with THE joys or 
ETERNAL LIFE. And that we may, the moſt 
good God grant for his infinite mercies ſake in 
Jeſus Chriſt: To whom, with the Father and the 


holy Spirit, be honour and glory for ever and. 
ever. Amen. 
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